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Article V

If a vessel departing 
from one port, laden or 
empty, arrives at another, 
the mariners shall not 
leave the ship without 
the master’s consent: 
if they do, and by that 
means she happens to be 
lost or damnified, they 
shall be answerable for 
the damage; but if the 
vessel be moored, and 
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down the mast to save 
the ship and lading, it 
being in this case my 
duty. And frequently they 
also cut their mooring 
cables, leaving behind 
them their cables and 
anchors to save the ship 
and her lading; all which 
things are reckoned and 
computed livre by livre, 
as the goods are that 
were cast overboard. 
And when the vessel 
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the damage his vessel 
has sustained, or reckon 
the freight of the goods 
thrown overboard at his 
own choice. If the master 
does not make it appear 
that he and his men did 
the part of able seamen, 
then neither he nor they 
shall have any thing. The 
mariners also ought to 
have one tun free, and 
another divided by cast 
of the dice, according as 
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case the master shall not 
be obliged to get them 
cured, or in any thing 
to provide for them, 
but may turn them and 
their accomplices out 
of the ship; and if they 
make words of it, they 
are bound to pay the 
master besides: but if 
by the master’s orders 
and commands any of 
the ship’s company be 
in the service of the ship, 
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to stay for the said sick 
party-but if he recover, 
he ought to have his 
full wages, deducting 
only such charges as the 
master has been at for 
him. And if he dies, his 
wife or next kin shall 
have it.
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Article VIII

If a vessel be laden to 
sail from Bordeaux to 
Caen, or any other place, 
and it happens that a 
storm overtakes her at 
sea, so violent, that she 
cannot escape without 
casting some of the cargo 
overboard for lightening 
the vessel, and preserving 
the rest of the lading, as 
well as the vessel itself 
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of the lading that remains 
yet in her. And the wines, 
or other goods, that were 
cast overboard, ought 
to be valued or prized 
according to the just 
value of the other goods 
that arrive in safety. 
And when these shall 
be sold, the price or 
value thereof ought to 
be divided livre a livre 
among the merchants. 
The master may compute 
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and thereby happen to be 
wounded or otherwise 
hurt, in that case they 
shall be cured and 
provided for at the costs 
and charges of the said 
ship.
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Article VI

If any of the mariners 
hired by the master of 
any vessel, go out of the 
ship without his leave, 
and get themselves 
drunk, and thereby there 
happens contempt to 
their master, debates, or 
fighting and quarreling 
among themselves, 
whereby some happen 
to be wounded: in this 
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it shall happen, and the 
merchants in this case 
may lawfully put the 
master to his oath.
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Article IX

If it happen, that by 
reason of much foul 
weather the master is like 
to be constrained to cut 
his masts, he ought first 
to call the merchants, if 
there be any aboard the 
ship, and such as have 
goods and merchandise 
in the vessel, and to 
consult them, saying, 
Sirs, it is requisite to cut 
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lying at anchor, with 
a sufficient number of 
men aboard to keep 
the decks and lading, 
they may go without 
the master’s consent, if 
they come back in good 
time; otherwise they 
shall be liable to make 
satisfaction, if they have 
wherewithal.

16

Article VII

If it happens that sickness 
seizes on any one of 
the mariners, while in 
the service of the ship, 
the master ought to set 
him ashore, to provide 
lodging and candlelight 
for him, and also to spare 
him one of the shipboys, 
or hire a woman to attend 
him, and likewise to 
afford him such diet as 
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and forbid him, yet the 
master ought not to 
forbear casting out so 
many of the goods as 
he shall see to be for 
the common good and 
safety; he and the third 
part of his mariners 
making oath on the Holy 
Evangel-ists, when they 
arrive at their port of 
discharge, that he did it 
only for the preservation 
of the vessel, and the rest 
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then the master ought 
to say, Gentlemen, We 
must throw part of the 
goods overboard; and, if 
there are no merchants to 
answer him, or if those 
that are there approve 
of what he says by their 
silence, then the master 
may do as he thinks fit; 
and if the merchants 
are not pleased with 
his throwing over any 
part of the merchandise, 

17

is usual in the ship; that 
is to say, so much as 
he had on shipboard in 
his health, and nothing 
more, unless it please the 
master to allow it him; 
and if he will have better 
diet, the master shall not 
be bound to provide it 
for him, unless it be at 
the mariner’s own cost 
and charges; and if the 
vessel be ready for her 
departure, she ought not 


