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so far as that place for 
which the contract was 
made, yet they ought to 
have the whole promised 
hire, as if they had gone 
thither; but they ought 
likewise to bring back 
the vessel to the place 
from whence she at first 
departed.
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help and assist, the now 
distressed mariners, are 
the first in dismembering 
and pulling the ship 
to pieces; purloining 
and carrying away the 
lading thereof contrary 
to all reason and 
good conscience: and 
afterwards that they may 
be the more welcome 
to their lord, do with all 
speed post to his house 
with the sad narrative of 
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Article XXV

If a ship or other vessel 
arriving at any place, 
and making in towards 
a port or harbor, set out 
her flag, or give any 
other sign to have a pilot 
come aboard, or a boat to 
tow her into the harbor, 
the wind or tide being 
contrary, and a contract 
be made for piloting 
the said vessel into the 
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convenient.
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but ought not to lose his 
voyage on that account; 
for if so happen, he 
shall be obliged to make 
good to the merchant all 
damages that shall ensue. 
But the master may take 
part of the wines or other 
merchant goods, and 
dispose thereof for his 
present necessities; and 
when the said vessel shall 
be arrived at her port of 
discharge, the said wines 
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that the master hath so 
disposed of, ought to be 
valued and appraised at 
the same rate as the other 
wines shall be commonly 
sold for, and accordingly 
be accounted for to 
the merchant. And the 
master ought to have the 
freight of such wines, 
as he hath so taken and 
disposed of, for the use 
and reason aforesaid.
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Article XXIV

And if the master, or any 
one of his mariners, or 
any one of the merchants, 
cut off his head, they 
shall not be bound to 
answer for it; but before 
they do it, they must be 
sure he had not  herewith 
to make satisfaction.
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Article XXI

If a master freight his 
ship to a merchant, and 
set him a certain time 
within which he shall 
lade his vessel, that she 
may be ready to depart 
at the time appointed, 
and he lade it not within 
the time, but keep the 
master and mariners by 
the space of eight days, 
or a fortnight, or more, 
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in season, to return to 
their vessel, that thereby 
the master may not lose 
his tide; for if so, and 
damage come thereby, 
they are bound to make 
satisfaction; or if any of 
their company be hurt for 
want of their help, they 
are to be at such charge 
for his recovery, as one 
of his fellow mariners, 
or the master, with those 
of his table shall judge 
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said harbor accordingly; 
but by reason of an 
unreasonable and 
accursed custom, in 
some places, that the 
third or fourth part of the 
ships that are lost, shall 
accrue to the lord of the 
place where such sad 
casualties happen, as also 
the like proportion to the 
salvors, and only the 
remainder to the master, 
merchant and mariners: 
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the persons contracting 
for the pilotage of the 
said vessel, to ingratiate 
themselves with their 
lords, and to gain to 
themselves a part of the 
ship and lading, do like 
faithless and treacherous 
villains, sometimes even 
willingly, and out of 
design to ruin ship and 
goods, guide and bring 
her upon the rocks, and 
then feigning to aid, 
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Article XX

When a vessel arrives at 
Bordeaux, or any other 
place, two of the mariners 
at a time may go ashore, 
and take with them one 
meal of such victuals as 
are in the ship, therein 
cut and provided; as also 
bread proportionably as 
much as they eat at once, 
but no drink: and they 
ought very speedily, and 
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beyond the time agreed 
on, whereby the master 
loses the opportunity of 
a fair wind to depart; the 
said merchant in this case 
shall be obliged to make 
the master satisfaction 
for such delay, the fourth 
part whereof is to go 
among the mariners, and 
the other three-fourths 
to the master, because 
he finds them their 
provisions.
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if he hath wherewithal; 
and if not, lose his head.
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Article XXIII

If a pilot undertakes the 
conduct of a vessel, to 
bring her to St. Malo, or 
any other port, and fail 
of his duty therein, so as 
the vessel miscarry by 
reason of his ignorance in 
what he undertook, and 
the merchants sustain 
damage thereby, he shall 
be obliged to make full 
satisfaction for the same, 
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Article XXII

When a merchant 
freights a vessel at his 
own charge, and sets 
her to sea, and the said 
vessel enters into an 
harbor, where she is 
wind-bound, so that she 
stays till her monies be 
all spent, the master in 
that case ought speedily 
to write home to his 
own country for money; 


