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or such to whom the said 
ship or vessel, and her 
lading belong, in using 
their utmost endeavors 
for the preservation of 
as much thereof as may 
possibly be saved. But 
on the contrary, the lord 
of that place or country, 
by his own interest, and 
by those under his power 
and jurisdiction, ought to 
be aiding and assisting 
to the said distressed 
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them as things utterly 
lost and given over 
by them, without ever 
making any enquiry or 
pursuit after them: in 
which case only the first 
occupant becomes the 
lawful proprietor thereof.
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stoned to death.
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against their wills, and 
without their consent, 
they shall be declared to 
be excommunicated by 
the church, and ought to 
receive the punishment 
of thieves; except speedy 
restitution be made 
by them: nor is there 
any custom or statute 
whatsoever, that can 
protect them against the 
aforesaid penalties, as is 
said in the 26th article of 
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it, and to satisfy for the 
salvage thereof, not out of 
his own purse, but of the 
goods saved, according 
to the hazards run, and 
the pains taken therein; 
and what remains must 
be kept in safe custody 
for one year or more; 
and if in that time they 
to whom the said goods 
appertain, do not appear 
and claim the same, and 
the said year be fully 
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expired, he may publicly 
sell and dispose thereof 
to such as will give most, 
and with the monies 
proceeding of the sale 
thereof, he ought to give 
among the poor, and for 
portions to poor maids, 
and other charitable uses, 
according to reason and 
good conscience. But 
if he assumes the said 
goods either in whole 
or in part unto himself, 
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who to gain their monies, 
apparel, and other goods, 
do sometimes murder 
and destroy these poor 
distressed seamen; in 
this case, the lord of that 
country ought to execute 
justice on such wretches, 
to punish them as well 
corporally as pecuniarily, 
to plunge them in the sea 
till they be half dead, and 
then to have them drawn 
forth out of the sea, and 
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these laws.
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notwithstanding what 
promises may in that 
case have been made 
to the salvors by such 
distressed merchants and 
mariners, as is declared 
in the fourth article of 
these laws; and in case 
any shall act contrary 
hereunto, or take any part 
of the said goods from 
the said poor, distressed, 
ruined, undone, 
shipwrecked persons, 
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Article XXXII

If by reason of 
tempestuous weather, it 
be thought expedient, for 
the lightening of any ship 
or vessel at sea, or riding 
at anchor in any road, to 
cast part of the lading 
overboard, and it be 
done accordingly for the 
common safety, though 
the said goods so ejected, 
and cast over-board, do 
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become his that can first 
possess himself thereof, 
and carry them away: 
nevertheless, it is here 
to be further understood, 
that this holds true only 
in such cases, as when 
the master, merchant, 
and mariners have so 
ejected or cast out the 
said goods, as that they 
give over all hope or 
desire of ever recovering 
them again, and so leave 
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merchants or mariners, in 
saving their shipwrecked 
goods, and that without 
the least embezzlement, 
or taking any part thereof 
from the right owners; 
but, however, there 
may be a remuneration 
or consideration for 
salvage to such as take 
pains therein, according 
to right reason, a good 
conscience, and as 
justice shall appoint; 
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Article XXX

If a ship or other vessel 
entering into harbor, 
happens by misfortune 
to be broken and perish, 
and the master, mariners 
and merchants, which 
were on board her, be 
all drowned; and if the 
goods thereof be driven 
ashore, or remain floating 
on the sea, without being 
sought after by those 
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Article XXXI

If a ship or other vessel 
happens to be lost by 
striking on some shore, 
and the mariners thinking 
to save their lives, reach 
the shore, in hope of help, 
and instead thereof it 
happens, as it often does, 
that in many places they 
meet with people more 
barbarous, cruel, and 
inhuman than mad dogs, 
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he shall incur the curse 
and malediction of our 
mother the holy church, 
with the aforesaid pains 
and penalties, without 
ever obtaining remission, 
unless he make 
satisfaction.
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to whom they belong, 
they being ignorant of 
this said disaster, and 
knowing nothing thereof 
in this most lamentable 
case, the lord of that 
place or country ought 
to send persons to save 
the said goods, which he 
ought to secure and to 
put into safe custody; and 
give the relations of the 
deceased persons who 
were drowned, notice of 


